
 

 

Domestic 
Burning In 
Northern 
Ireland 
Winter 2024/25 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 2 

Contents  

 

 



 

 3  

Executive Summary 

µ

 
1  https://www.northernireland.gov.uk/sites/default/files/consultations/newnigov/draft-programme-for-government-our-plan-doing-
what-matters-most.pdfd.gov.uk)  
2 https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/emissions-of-air-pollutants 
3 https://www.asthmaandlung.org.uk/northern-ireland-manifesto-prevent-it 
4 https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/questions/printquestionsummary.aspx?docid=358789 
5 https://aacrjournals.org/cebp/article/25/5/839/71066/Cancer-Mortality-Risks-from-Long-term-Exposure-to 
6 https://www.asthmaandlung.org.uk/how-your-lungs-work/risks-your-childs-lungs/air-
pollution#:~:text=If%20your%20child%20breathes%20in,wheezing 

https://www.northernireland.gov.uk/sites/default/files/consultations/newnigov/draft-programme-for-government-our-plan-doing-what-matters-most.pdf
https://www.northernireland.gov.uk/sites/default/files/consultations/newnigov/draft-programme-for-government-our-plan-doing-what-matters-most.pdf
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7 Opinion Matters polling for Asthma + Lung UK Northern Ireland (2024) 
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Background 
Health impacts of domestic burning 

  

 
8 Air Pollution & Mortality on the Island of Ireland (20023) air-pollution-and-mortality-on-the-island-of-ireland-report.pdf (bhf.org.uk)  
9 https://www.familiesforcleanair.org/health/health4/#:~:text=Other%20EPA%20estimates%20suggest  

https://www.bhf.org.uk/-/media/files/what-we-do/in-your-area-northern-ireland-pages/air-pollution-and-mortality-on-the-island-of-ireland-report.pdf?rev=7f884a2856784374928acb956f2706b9&hash=B6714D212095722B95909C93C2E03279
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Contribution to air quality in Northern Ireland and the UK 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
10 https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/sites/default/files/2020-01/the-inside-story-report_january-2020.pdf 
11 https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/dec/18/wood-burners-triple-harmful-indoor-air-pollution-study-finds 
12 https://airqualitynews.com/news/fuels-news/feature-why-we-need-transparency-in-the-wood-burning-industry/ 
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Emissions from domestic burning in Northern Ireland and the UK 
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13 https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/emissions-of-air-pollutants/emissions-of-air-pollutants-in-the-uk-particulate-matter-pm10-
and-pm25 
14 IBID 
15 https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-10509439/Stove-sales-soar-gas-bills-rocket-experts-fearincrease-add-pollution-levels.htm 
16 Air Pollution in Northern Ireland 2023 report (Screen version).pdf (daera-ni.gohttps://www.daera-
ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/daera/Air_Pollution%20in%20Northern%20Ireland%202023%20report%20%28Screen%20version
%29.pdfv.uk) 
17 https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/dec/08/eco-wood-burners-produce-450-times-more-pollution-than-gas-heating-
report 

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/daera/Air_Pollution%20in%20Northern%20Ireland%202023%20report%20%28Screen%20version%29.pdf
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/daera/Air_Pollution%20in%20Northern%20Ireland%202023%20report%20%28Screen%20version%29.pdf
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/daera/Air_Pollution%20in%20Northern%20Ireland%202023%20report%20%28Screen%20version%29.pdf
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Burning trends in Northern Ireland 

 Domestic burning is a social issue  

 we find the most deprived communities.  

 Burning wood is not environmentally friendly 

 
18 https://randd.defra.gov.uk/ProjectDetails?ProjectID=20159&FromSe 
19 IBID 
20 https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2018/03/180322140915.htm 
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21 IBID 
22 https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/tools-and-resources/statistics/forestry-statistics/ 
23 https://cdn.forestresearch.gov.uk/2022/02/ch3_trade_fs2021.pdf 
24 https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/tools-and-resources/statistics/forestry-statistics/forestry-statistics-2019/trade-8/origin-of-wood-
imports-4/#:~:text=The%20USA%20(61%25)%20and,pellet%20imports%20to%20the%20UK. 
25 The Climate Change Act (Northern Ireland) 2022 - Key elements | Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs (daera-
ni.gov.uk) 
26 https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/story/air-pollution-and-climate-change-two-sides-same-coin 
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Policy context 

House coal and wet wood  

  

 

 

 
27 https://cleanair.london/policy/implementation-of-ecodesign-regulations-from-1-january-2022-is-an-important-step-on-the-path-to-
banning-wood-burning/#:~:text=From%201%20January%202022%2C%20the,nitrogen%20(NOx)%20(e.g.%20less 
28 https://randd.defra.gov.uk/ProjectDetails?ProjectID=20159&FromSe 
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Smoke Control Areas 

 Public awareness of the dangers  

 

 
 
  

 
29 IBID 
30 Opinion Matters polling for Asthma + Lung UK Northern Ireland (2024)  
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 Policy recommendations 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 13 

References 

 

https://www.northernireland.gov.uk/sites/default/files/consultations/newnigov/draft-programme-for-government-our-plan-doing-what-matters-most.pdf
https://www.northernireland.gov.uk/sites/default/files/consultations/newnigov/draft-programme-for-government-our-plan-doing-what-matters-most.pdf
https://www.bhf.org.uk/-/media/files/what-we-do/in-your-area-northern-ireland-pages/air-pollution-and-mortality-on-the-island-of-ireland-report.pdf?rev=7f884a2856784374928acb956f2706b9&hash=B6714D212095722B95909C93C2E03279
https://www.bhf.org.uk/-/media/files/what-we-do/in-your-area-northern-ireland-pages/air-pollution-and-mortality-on-the-island-of-ireland-report.pdf?rev=7f884a2856784374928acb956f2706b9&hash=B6714D212095722B95909C93C2E03279
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/daera/Air_Pollution%20in%20Northern%20Ireland%202023%20report%20%28Screen%20version%29.pdf
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/daera/Air_Pollution%20in%20Northern%20Ireland%202023%20report%20%28Screen%20version%29.pdf
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/daera/Air_Pollution%20in%20Northern%20Ireland%202023%20report%20%28Screen%20version%29.pdf


 

 14 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Asthma + Lung UK NI  

The White Chapel Building  

10 Whitechapel High St 

London, E1 8QS 

0300 222 5800 

NorthernIreland@asthmaandlung.org.uk  

AsthmaAndLung.org.uk/NorthernIreland 
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